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letter not be made public or when the
licensee feels that it should be ex-
cluded from public inspection because
of the nature of its content, such as a
defamatory or obscene letter.

(1) Letters shall be retained in the
local public inspection file for three
years from the date on which they are
received by the licensee.

(2) Letters received by TV licensees
only shall be placed in one of the fol-
lowing separated subject categories:
programming or non-programming. If
comments in a letter relate to both
categories, the licensee shall file it
under the category to which the writer
has given the greater attention.

[44 FR 38846, July 3, 1979, as amended at 46
FR 26247, May 11, 1981; 52 FR 25867, July 9,
1987]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 63 FR 49501,
Sept. 16, 1998, § 73.1202 was removed. This sec-
tion contains information collection and rec-
ordkeeping requirements and will not be-
come effective until approval has been given
by the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 73.1206 Broadcast of telephone con-
versations.

Before recording a telephone con-
versation for broadcast, or broad-
casting such a conversation simulta-
neously with its occurrence, a licensee
shall inform any party to the call of
the licensee’s intention to broadcast
the conversation, except where such
party is aware, or may be presumed to
be aware from the circumstances of the
conversation, that it is being or likely
will be broadcast. Such awareness is
presumed to exist only when the other
party to the call is associated with the
station (such as as employee or part-
time reporter), or where the other
party originates the call and it is obvi-
ous that it is in connection with a pro-
gram in which the station customarily
broadcasts telephone conversations.

[35 FR 7733, May 20, 1970]

§ 73.1207 Rebroadcasts.

(a) The term rebroadcast means recep-
tion by radio of the programs or other
transmissions of a broadcast or any
other type of radio station, and the si-
multaneous or subsequent retrans-
mission of such programs or trans-
missions by a broadcast station.

(1) As used in this section, ‘‘pro-
gram’’ includes any complete programs
or part thereof.

(2) The transmission of a program
from its point of origin to a broadcast
station entirely by common carrier fa-
cilities, whether by wire line or radio,
is not considered a rebroadcast.

(3) The broadcasting of a program re-
layed by a remote pickup broadcast
station is not considered a rebroadcast.

(b) No broadcast station may re-
transmit the program, or any part
thereof, of another U.S. broadcast sta-
tion without the express authority of
the originating station. A copy of the
written consent of the licensee origi-
nating the program must be kept by
the licensee of the station retransmit-
ting such program and made available
to the FCC upon request.

(1) Stations originating emergency
communications under a State EAS
plan are considered to have conferred
rebroadcast authority to other partici-
pating stations.

(2) Permission must be obtained from
the originating station to rebroadcast
any subsidiary communications trans-
mitted by means of a multiplex subcar-
rier or telecommunications service on
the vertical blanking interval or in the
visual signal of a television signal.

(3) Programs originated by the Voice
of America (VOA) and the Armed
Forces Radio and Television Services
(AFRTS) cannot, in general, be cleared
for domestic rebroadcast, and may
therefore be retransmitted only by spe-
cial arrangements among the parties
concerned.

(4) Except as otherwise provided by
international agreement, programs
originated by foreign broadcast sta-
tions may be retransmitted without
the consent of the originating station.

(c) The transmissions of non-broad-
cast stations may be rebroadcast under
the following conditions:

(1) Messages originated by privately-
owned non-broadcast stations other
than those in the Amateur and Citizens
Band (CB) Radio Services may be
broadcast only upon receipt of prior
permission from the non-broadcast li-
censee. Additionally, messages trans-
mitted by common carrier stations
may be rebroadcast only upon prior
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